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WLPA 1972: Administrative Roles
Role of the Revenue Official & District Administration in 

Prevention of Hunting as per Supreme Court Directions 



OVERVIEW OF WLPA 1972

The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 provides the legal 

framework for the protection of various species of wild 

animals and plants.

Categorizes species into different schedules with 

varying degrees of protection.

Prohibits hunting of listed species (Section 9).

Empowers both Forest and Revenue officials to 

enforce law.



DEFINING 'HUNTING' (SECTION 2-16)

The legal definition of hunting is exhaustive, covering more than just the act of killing:

What constitutes hunting?

Absolute Prohibition

Section 9 mandates that No person shall hunt any wild 

animal specified in Schedules I, II, III, and IV, except as 

provided under sections 11 and 12.

Killing or poisoning any wild animal.

Capturing, coursing, snaring or trapping.

Attempting to do any of the above.

Damaging eggs or nests of wild birds or 

reptiles.



THE ADMINISTRATIVE FRAMEWORK

Why Revenue Officials?

While the Forest Department is the primary 

custodian, the Revenue Department provides 

the backbone for land records, boundary 

identification, and village-level intelligence.

Key Stakeholders

District Magistrate: Head of overall law & order.

Collector: Statutory role in Sanctuary creation.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate: Field enforcement.

Tehsildar & Patwari: Grassroots intelligence and 

records.



COLLECTOR'S STATUTORY ROLE

Section 19: Determination of Rights

When the State Govt. declares an intent to constitute a 

Sanctuary, the Collector is mandated to inquire into and 

determine the existence, nature, and extent of rights of 

any person in or over the land.

Publishes proclamation in regional languages.

Receives and examines claims of local inhabitants.

Ensures "Settlement of Rights" before final 

notification.



PROCESS: SETTLEMENT OF RIGHTS

Section Provision Role of Revenue Officer

Sec 21 Proclamation by Collector Tehsildar ensures publication in local villages.

Sec 22 Inquiry by Collector Patwari provides land record verification.

Sec 24 Acquisition of Rights Collector may exclude land or pay compensation.

Sec 25 Acquisition Proceedings Handled under Right to Fair Compensation Act.



BOUNDARY 
DEMARCATION

One of the biggest hurdles in preventing 

hunting is Boundary Disputes between 

forest land and revenue land.
Revenue officials (Tehsildars) lead 

joint surveys with foresters.

Verification of 'Shajra' maps to 

define buffer zones.

Installation of boundary pillars to 

prevent unintentional encroachment.



POWERS OF ENFORCEMENT

50
Section of 

WLPA

Empowering Revenue Officials

The State Government can authorize any officer (not below the rank of 

a Wild Life Warden) or any other officer specifically notified to:

Stop and detain any person for search.

Enter any premises, vessel, or vehicle.

Seize wild animals, trophies, or weapons.

Arrest without warrant in specific cases.



WILDLIFE CRIME DETECTION

Operational Role of SDM/Tehsildar

Often, hunting happens in areas where forest staff are 

scarce. Revenue officials acting as Executive 

Magistrates can:
Conduct Search & Seizure operations based on 

'Mukhbir' (informer) tips.

Prepare 'Panchnama' (Recovery Memo) which is 

vital for court trials.

Ensure custody of seized articles to prevent 

tampering.



Background & Global Context

Rising Encounters: Habitat fragmentation and 

urbanization are driving wildlife into human 

settlements.

Severe Losses: Frequent loss of human life, 

crops, livestock, and property.

Conservation Risk: Retaliatory killings create 

negative impacts on long-term wildlife 

preservation.



Illegal electric wires set for wild boars in RoFR (Rights of 

Forest) areas frequently kill unintended victims.

Leopards, tigers, and even bison are lost annually to 

these hidden traps, creating a cycle of retaliation and loss.



Kolishetti sanbha s/o Srinu R/o kesupally

village Enkoor mandal



Seized articles/tools used for killing wild animals





India's Statistic on 
Man Vs Animal 

Conflicts

Source : Online



HUMAN CASUALTY EX-GRATIA

Doubled from ₹5 Lakh to ensure faster relief and 

reduce retaliatory action.

Loss compensation is now capped at ₹50,000 per head 

based on market valuation.

To implement "Direct Benefit Transfer" (DBT) 

through the MeeSeva portal for zero-delay 

processing of claims.



Ex-Gratia & Compensation

Category Standard Rate Requirement

Human Death ₹10,00,000 Post-mortem & FIR

Human Injury ₹1,00,000 (Max) Medical Reports

Cattle Kill ₹30,000 - ₹50,000 Panchanama

Crop Loss As per yield valuation Field Assessment

Policy Update: Telangana government doubled death compensation in 2025 to ₹10 Lakh.





Supreme Court Directives
Prevention of Hunting & Role of District 

Administration



CURBING ILLEGAL TRADE

In various landmark judgments (e.g., T.N. Godavarman vs. Union of India), the Supreme Court has emphasized:

District-Level Committees: DM must lead a committee to monitor poaching threats.

Zero Tolerance on Hunting: The SC directed that any hunting reported must lead to immediate administrative 

inquiry against the jurisdictional officer.

Protection of Corridor: Revenue officials are directed to prevent any construction or mining in corridors used by 

elephants/tigers.



CONTROL OF ARMS & WEAPONS

The DM as Licensing Authority

The SC has directed District Magistrates to be extremely 

vigilant with Arms Licenses near Protected Areas (PAs).

Mandatory verification of weapons within 10km of a 

Sanctuary.

Power to cancel licenses if misused for hunting.

Compulsory registration of existing arms with the 

Wildlife Warden.



WILDLIFE CRIME TRENDS

Note: Illustrative data showing the impact of increased administrative vigilance on poaching incident reporting.



Telangana Forest Act, 1967

Presented by [Your Name] • [Course Name] • [Date]



Vital Resources Protection Need Regulation

Introduction to Forest Governance



Historical Background & Adoption



Conservation Prevention Regulation

Core Objectives of the Act



Jurisdictional Scope



Key Definitions (Section 2)



Section 4 Section 6 Section 7-10 Section 15

The Reservation Process (Timeline)



RF Notification Process Flow

• User Agency / Govt Proposal

• Preliminary Notification (Sec 4)

• FSO Appointment

• Claims & Objections

• Settlement of Rights

• Final Notification (Sec 15)



SC Case – Roles

• FSO: Completed settlement earlier

• Revenue: Later conflicting orders invalid



SC Case – Lesson

• Post RF notification no rights allowed

• Revenue cannot override Forest Act



Case Study 4: Khammam Scenario

• Podu cultivation & encroachments

• Boundary disputes



Khammam – Roles

• FSO: Proper rights settlement

• Revenue: Identify encroachments



Khammam – Flow

• Demarcation → Verification → Eviction → 
Protection



District level meeting conducted at IDOC to resolve the Revenue and Forest boundary dispute.



MANAGING CONFLICT

To prevent retaliatory hunting by villagers, a smooth Compensation Mechanism is essential:

Revenue Verification

Patwaris verify crop damage and 

livestock loss to ensure farmers receive 

ex-gratia payments swiftly.

Resource Allocation

SDM coordinates disaster relief funds 

and manages emergency relocations 

during tiger/elephant straying incidents.

Community Liaison

Acting as a bridge between the 'angry' 

public and the 'law-enforcing' forest 

department.



Key Learnings

• Settlement accuracy is critical

• Joint verification avoids disputes

• Legal finality after RF notification







Gazette MAP



Comparision of two Maps
Google Earth 

Gazette Map



The Gis layer is distant from the original notified area. 

GIS Layer
Gis layer notified area



EVICTION OF ENCROACHERS

Revenue's Crucial Duty

SC has strictly ordered the removal of all unauthorized 

occupants from Protected Areas. This is a primary 

Revenue task:
Identification of encroached Khasra numbers.

Issuance of notices under Land Revenue Acts.

Provision of police force (District Admin) for eviction 

drives.



DEPARTMENTAL SYNERGY



WALTA Act 2002
The Role of Revenue Department in Tree Felling on Revenue 

Land

A Regulatory Overview for Non-Forest Areas



Protection Mandate

The WALTA Act was enacted to promote water 

conservation, tree cover enhancement, and land 

management. It specifically regulates tree felling in non-

forest areas to prevent ecological degradation.

Revenue Jurisdiction

While the Forest Department manages "Reserved 

Forests," the Revenue Department is the primary 

regulatory authority for trees situated on Government 

Revenue lands and private holdings.

Act Overview & Objectives



Key Definitions

Revenue Land: Any land under the custody of the Revenue 

Department (Assessed Waste, Poramboke, etc.) not declared 

as Forest land.
Tree: Any woody plant having a trunk, including fruit-bearing 

and timber species, subject to specific felling restrictions under 

Section 28.

Defining Revenue Land & Trees



II. Regulatory Role
Powers and Duties of the Designated Officer



Permit Issuance

The Mandal Revenue Officer 

(Tahsildar) acts as the authority to 

receive and process applications 

for tree felling.

Site Verification

Conducting physical inspections 

of the tree's health, age, and 

impact on local groundwater or 

ecology before approval.

Plantation Audit

Ensuring that felling is only 

allowed upon commitment to 

compensatory plantation (2:1 

ratio).

Revenue Authority Responsibilities



Application: Submitted to the MRO/Tahsildar with 

ownership proof of land.

Verification: VRO/RI conducts a spot panchanama and 

checks tree species.. Revenue land certificate to be given 

by MRO 

Felling Permission: Issued under Form-X only if the tree 

is dead, dangerous, or obstructive.. Felling permissions 

and permits to be given by  FRO/DFO as Designated 

Officer. And scheduled area - District collector

Transit Permit: Separate permit required for moving 

felled timber across boundaries.

Standard Procedure for Felling







Category Common Species Permission Status

Exempted Subabul, Casuarina, Eucalyptus No Permit Required (Self-declaration)

Regulated Mango, Neem, Tamarind, Banyan Prior Permission from MRO Required

Prohibited Teak, Rosewood (Veda Species) Forest Dept Joint-Authority Required

Species Classification & Restrictions



2:1
Compulsory Replanting Ratio

Penalties for Violation

Fines: Up to ₹5,000 per tree or as per market value.

Seizure: Power to seize tools, vehicles, and the 

felled timber.

Enforcement & Compensation



Thank You!
Any Questions Regarding the WALTA Act or Revenue Department's Jurisdiction?

Ensuring a Greener Tomorrow through Responsible Regulation.


